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The present Rule Change Notice to Rules for the Equipment of Sea-Going Ships 
(hereinafter — RCN) has been approved in accordance with the established approval 
procedure and contains information on amendments, except for editorial amendments. 
RCN amendments come in force on 1 January 2026. 
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REVISION HISTORY 

PART II. LIFE-SAVING APPLIANCES 

Item Applicability  Description Remarks 
Para 2.5.2.1.1 Tugs under 500 gross tonnage. 

Rescue boat 

The use of ship's length as a criterion 
for exemption from the requirement to fit 
a rescue boat has been deleted 

 

Para 3.1.2.4 Passenger ships under 30 m in length. 
Rescue boat 

Requirements duplicating Para 2.5.2.1.2 
have been deleted 

 

Para 4.1.3.2 Cargo ships under 500 gross 
tonnage engaged on port, roadstead 
and  coastal voyages, and tugs of less 
than 500 gross tonnage. 

Rescue boat 

Requirements duplicating Para 2.5.2.1.2 
have been deleted 

 

PART III. SIGNAL MEANS 

Item Applicability  Description Remarks 
Para 4.2.2.3 Ships of restricted areas of navigation in 

sea areas limited by the northern and 
southern boundaries of the summer zone 
as defined in the LL-66/88. 

Signal means 

Requirements for the fitting of a control 
button or handles to actuate the whistle 
for ships of the restricted navigation area 
R0 have been introduced 
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PART V. NAVIGATIONAL EQUIPMENT 

Item Applicability  Description Remarks 
Table 2.1.1, 
item 22 (new) 

Container ships and bulk carriers 
Navigational equipment 

Requirement has been introduced for the 
fitting with an electronic inclinometer 

IMO resolution 
MSC.532(107) 
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PART II. LIFE-SAVING APPLIANCES 

2 REQUIREMENTS FOR ALL TYPES OF SHIPS 

2.5 STOWAGE OF RESCUE BOATS 

Para 2.5.2.1.1 is amended to read as follows: 
 
".1  harbor, roadsted and coastal cargo ships under 500 gross tonnage 

(considering 4.1.3.2) as well as on tugs under 500 gross tonnage and of less than 30 m in 
length regardless of navigation area;". 

 

3 REQUIREMENTS FOR PASSENGER SHIPS 

3.1 SURVIVAL CRAFT AND RESCUE BOATS 

Para 3.1.2.4 is replaced by the following text: 
 
"3.1.2.4 Passenger ships specified in 2.5.2.1.2 may be exempted from the requirement 

to carry a rescue boat provided the provisions of 2.5.2 are met and that rescue services in 
the area of navigation are ensured.". 

 

4 REQUIREMENTS FOR CARGO SHIPS 

4.1 SURVIVAL CRAFT AND RESCUE BOATS 

Para 4.1.3.2 is amended as follows: 
 
".2 harbor, roadstead and coastal the ships (R3) as well as tugs under 500 gross 

tonnage and under 30 m in length regardless of their navigation area specified in 2.5.2.1.1, 
may be exempted from the requirement of 4.1.2, provided their dimensions and 
manoeuvrability do not dictate necessary fulfillment of this requirement and provided 
the provisions of 2.5.2 are met.". 
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PART III. SIGNAL MEANS 

4 FITTING OF SIGNAL MEANS ON BOARD 

Para 4.2.2.3 is amended reading as follows: 
 
"4.2.2.3 The control buttons or handles to actuate the whistle shall be located at 

the steering stations of the ship. In ships of unrestricted service and in ships of restricted areas 
of navigation R0 and R1 there shall be provided at least one button (handle) in the wheelhouse 
and one button (handle) on each of the bridge wings (if any), outside the wheelhouse. 
Other ships shall be provided with at least one button (handle) on each side of the bridge; 
ships of less than 20 m in length may have only one control button (handle).". 
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PART V. NAVIGATIONAL EQUIPMENT 

2 NAVIGATIONAL EQUIPMENT OF SELF-PROPELLED SEA-GOING SHIPS 

2.1 LIST OF NAVIGATIONAL EQUIPMENT 

Table 2.1.1. New item 22 and the new footnote 9 are introduced reading as follows: 

" 

Nos. Navigational equipment 
Number of items for ships of gross tonnage 

RS nomenclature code, remarks 
<150 ≥150 ≥300 ≥500 ≥3000 ≥10000 ≥50000 

22 Electronic inclinometer — — — — 19 19 19 05230000МК 

 
9 Required on container ships and bulk carriers. 

". 
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